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A New Confutation of Sadducism 

Alexander Telfair 

LONDON / 1696 

ANDREW BELL £2,750 
 

First Edition. Hardback. Very Good. Very good condition. The author was the 
local minister of the parish, and apparently witness to whatever was actually 

witnessed, but also included are additional reports. Sadducism is the denial of the 
existence of spirit, in case you didn't know. Mackie was a stonemason, and the 

book commences with Telfair rejecting the claim that Mackie had dedicated his 
firstborn to the devil in return for receiving the 'masonword,' his proof being that 

Mackie said he didn't even know the word (yeah, right, Mackie, we believe you). 

This is actually a fairly early reference to the term 'mason-word' referring to the 
secret password used by masons. The second (rejected) setup is that Mackie kept 

a dead woman's possessions. And the final motivation for the haunting is the 
consultation by a former resident with a witch, being remedied by locating a tooth 

beneath the threshold and burning it (in my experience, teeth are often the last 
thing to burn, I would've opted for pestle, mortar and a bit of elbow grease). My 

precis does not do the book justice, it's much better to read it in the text. 

Then we get to the haunting, which includes some classic ghostly mischief, 
commencing with the untying of cattle, followed by a peat fire inside the sleeping 

section of the house, flying stones, tools disappearing and reappearing, moving 
furniture (classic poltergeist banter), and physical attacks on people. Telfair 

himself describes a small, white arm appearing and disappearing. I won't spoil the 
rest for you, but it escalates to some extent as these things are wont to do. Overall, 

it's a genuinely fascinating read, and it's impossible to read without being 

reminded of supernatural tales from a couple of centuries later. It delves into the 
relationship between religion and the supernatural, and there's even reference to 

the concept of ordeal by touch, whereby a murder victim identifies its murderer 
by bleeding when touched by them, being used with complete faith. From the 

Fox Pointe Collection with the plate to the front pastedown. 15pp. Fairly recent 
1/4 morocco. Spine faded and some rubbing. Leaves a little trimmed in the 

binding, with some grubbiness. 
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The History of the Bucaniers of America 

Alexandre Olivier Exquemelin and others 

LONDON / 1704 

THO. NEWBOROUGH, JOHN NICHOLSON, AND BENJ. TOOKE £3,750 
 

Third Edition. Hardback. [From the title page] Containing: I. The Exploits and 

Adventures of Le Grand, Lolonois, Roche Brasiliano, Bat the Portuguese, Sir 
Henry Morgan, &c. Written in Dutch by Jo. Esquemeling one of the Bucaniers, 

and thence translated into Spanish. II. The dangerous Voyage and bold Attempts 

of Capt. Barth. Sharp, Watlin, Sawkins, Coxon, and others in the South-Sea. 
Written by Basil Ringrose, Gent. who was a Companion therein, and Examin'd 

with the Original Journey. III. A Journal of a Voyage into the South Sea by the 
Freebooters of America, from 1684, to 1689. Written in French by the Sieur 

Raveneau de Lussan: never before in English. IV. A Relation of a Voyage of the 
Sieur de Montaubon, Capt. Of the Freebooters in Guinea, in the Year, 1695, &c. 

The Whole newly Translated into English, and Illustrated with 25 Copper-Plates. 
. Very Good. Very Good condition. Third edition of The History of the Bucaniers 

of America, and the Second edition of A Journal of a Voyage Made into the South 

Sea, By the Bucaniers or Freebooters of America. 

From the Year 1684 to 1689. Same printers / publishers for both, the former 

having six parts in two volumes, the latter having one, all bound in a single 
volume. 15 folding engraved portraits, plates and maps, woodcut profiles and full-

page engraved maps within text. Bound in full calf. Some rubbing and chipping 

to the leather, hinges starting to split a little to the exterior. A couple of collectors' 
plates at the front, contemporary name on the title page. Some worm holes to the 

rear. Folding plate at the back of the first volume with some tape. Some plates 
possibly trimmed but hard to tell. Some leaves to the rear are toned, but largely 

bright. The third part carries the title: A Journal of a Voyage Made into the South 
Sea, By the Bucaniers or Freebooters of America. From the Year 1684, to 1689. 

Written by the Sieur Raveneau de Lussan. To which is added, The Voyage of the 
Sieur De Montauban, Captain of the Freebooters on the Coast of Guinea, in the 

Year 1695. 

 

https://www.hyraxia.com/book.php?id=13609
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Elmaphil: A Fragment of the Last 

Antedilivuan Days 

Anonymous 

LONDON / 1840 

SAUNDERS AND OTLEY £3,250 
 

First Edition. Hardback. Very Good. A very good copy. "Science 
fantasy novel of romance and adventures set in antediluvian days, the 
sentence construction of the text of which makes for difficult 

comprehension. Depicted is a world free of storms and earthquakes 
peopled by vegetarians. There are two kinds of long-lived humans - 
people of ordinary stature and a race of giants, the latter being the 

offspring of the union of women and angels (winged beings who still 
occasionally come to Earth). There are scanty descriptions of buildings 
vaster than post-deluge ones. Noah's Ark is described, and there is some 

discussion of its provisioning for the flood which, the author concludes 
in one of his numerous intrusions into the text, was caused by man's 
wickedness and the close approach of a comet. 

There are numerous references to passages in the Bible to support his 
reconstruction of antediluvian life, and he concludes that the post-
deluge changeable climate and man's becoming a carnivore led to the 

shortening of his life span. The author is clearly that of 'A Fantastical 
Excursion into the Planets' (Saunders & Olev 1839) stated on the title 
page of the present volume. I believe him also responsible anonymous 

'A Legend of Another World'." [Locke: Spectrum II:4]. In the original 
cloth. The cloth's a little toned and rubbed, the spine label has some 
chipping. Pencil note and evidence of price erasure to the front, a little 

creasing to the leaves. Evidently not the copy Locke read as much of it 
is unopened. 

 

  

https://www.hyraxia.com/book.php?id=13454


 

Elmaphil: A Fragment of the Last Antedilivuan Days 

 

 

 

STOCK 13454 

 



 

The Mars Gazette 

Anonymous 

YONKERS, NY / NO DATE [1896?] 

THE ARLINGTON CHEMICAL CO. £3,500 
 

First Edition. Paperback. Very Good. Very good condition. A marvellous little promotional piece that happens to also be a fairly well-written departure 

into interplanetary fiction. Our protagonist is sent to the red planet to help the locals with their digestive issues. The Martians mainly live off things like 

sea-water soup and bee stingers rolled in sawdust, so a hearty drink of beef, milk, wheat mixed with alcohol and cocaine is offered as a solution. 20pp, die 

cut, as though a little burnt (purportedly an electrical storm). The only real issue is that one page has had a corner clipped off with loss of text. It's odd as 

it's just one page clipped and not the leaf, and it's sliced neatly. The red ink overlay has been applied afterwards, so almost certainly a printing issue. A 

fantastic little item. 

  

The Mars Gazette 
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Theological and Philosophical Treatise of the 

Nature and Goodnesse of Salt 

Anonymous 

LONDON / 1612 

RICHARD BOYLE £825 

 

First Edition. Hardback. Very good condition. A fascinating little volume 

countering the case that salt is bad. "Use salt, for it is good: but use not too 
much," this is the central maxim built around the premise that, despite the 

fall of man, honey and salt are plentiful (and good according to the bible, 
but not according to slugs). The book then talks of the virtues of salt 

including its representation of fidelity and friendship. Our author then 
proceeds to refer to the most useful component of fertilising materials as 

their 'saltish' parts, and suggests that salt, used correctly, is more effective 

and practical than dung, ashes, lime and marl. Of course, it's the 17th century 
so scientific rigour is not expected (much like in the 2020s). But, there is 

some logic by reversing Christ's statement that salt which has lost its savour 
is unfit for either land or dunghill the collorary suggesting that good salt is 

good for both. Whilst the thesis does rely on scripture, it should be noted 
that the testing and experiment is key. The superstitious section is of most 

interest, discussing the bad luck associated with spilling salt and the need to 
salt a newborn baby. An interesting one I'd never heard before was the act 

of the salt being the first thing on the table and the last thing removed, this 

would welcome the guests "feasts might have an end, but love should last 
for ever" - slat preserves relationships as it preserves food. 

A slightly unexpected claim though is that passing salt to another man's wife 

is a bit of a red flag, as it could imply too much intimacy. Our author even 
goes as far as to describe salt being to the deceased as a soul is to the living. 

And of course, as per Aristotle, salt promotes conception. 58pp. Leaves 
measure 135mm x 180mm. Recently bound in quarter calf over marbled 

boards. Collector's plate to the front pastedown (Fox Pointe Private 
Collection). New endpapers with the binding. A couple of ink notes to the 

leaves, a few chips to the edges, some ageing and toning. Seemingly trimmed 

likely when rebound. Water staining to the rear half of the book, to the lower 
forecorner. Nearly all the leaves have been remounted when bound, 

absorbing some of the inner margin. First and final blanks absent. Final page 
quite stained, but legible. Not perfect, but in very good shape overall. 
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The Rebellion of the Beasts: or, The Ass is Dead! 

Long Live the Ass!!! 

Attributed to Leigh Hunt 

LONDON / 1825 

J. & H.L. HUNT £3,250 
 

First Edition. Hardback. Very Good. Very good condition. An 

uncommon book, one copy located in commerce (2022). A political satire 
in the form of a fantastic tale, wherein our protagonist finds a magical 

recipe allowing him to give animals the power of speech, which ends badly 
- it turns out that the animals were planning to rebel with the eponymous 
ass leading the charge and ultimately installing himself as the supreme 

monarch. They formulate their own laws and principles, including the 
Rights of Brutes. Critically, the animals end up corrupt, factionalised and 
immoral, just like the humans. The book presages and is remarkably akin 

to Orwell's Animal Farm, but there's nothing to link Orwell with Hunt, 
at least as far as this book's concerned, and given its scarcity and the fact 
it wasn't reprinted in his lifetime any connection is speculative at best. 

Still, it's an important satire, and equally important to the speculative 

canon, using animals to abstract humanity in a Swiftian manner. Bound 
in half calf over marbled boards. Some rubbing to the boards and leather, 

an area of loss to the leather at the lower spine with some splitting. Leaves 
a little toned but largely in excellent shape. 
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The Trial of Man: An Allegorical Romance 

C. E. Lawrence 

LONDON / 1902 

JOHN MURRAY £925 

 

First Edition. Hardback. Very Good. A very good copy. "a mildly equipoisal tale whose protagonist travels to the Moon and subsequently to heaven where 

the Angel Zuron assigns him a new planet where he breeds sinlessly with a new Eve, but then fatally boasts of his virtue" [Clute, SFE]. A little bumping 

to the spine tips and corners, a little toning to the spine. A little toning to the block and edges, a few spots. Pencil inscription to the front endpaper. 

Binding a little shaken, some marking to the cloth. 
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The Green Book 
M.I.7.B(i) [A.A. Milne, Lord Dunsany (and Others)] 

LONDON / 1919-1920 

PRIVATELY PRINTED £15,000 
 

First Editions. Fine condition. The scarce private record of the secret wartime propaganda unit in which Milne, Dunsany and a remarkable group of British 

writers worked together. Quite likely the scarcest of Milne's publications. Indeed, it was forgotten about until a copy surfaced a decade ago in a skip. The 

present offering includes four volumes of The Green Book including the Milne volumes. Further to this M.I.7.B. dinner menus from 1921 and 1922, a 

handwritten undated menu signed by the attendees, and a typed playbill 

showing some sketches presumably performed at one of the dinners 

including one, I believe, previously unknown. M.I.7.B.(I) existed to 

produce propaganda for the war and was, according to the Green Book, 

disbanded in 1918. Print runs of 1920, 1921 and 1922 were 30, 40 and 50 

respectively. Given the membership noted on the inside cover of 1919 

totals 29, it's reasonable to assume that no more than 30 copies of this 

were also printed. The preface to 1920 notes that this is the first civilian 

issue of The Green Book, and is 'privately printed' whereas 1919 is for 

private circulation. 

 

[1] The Green Book by M.I.7.B.(I). Number 1, January 1919. Fine 

with a little tanning to the spine. 26pp. Milne here offers four short 

poems regarding the difficulties a writer has in producing propaganda, 

imagining the words from Tennyson, Shakespeare and Cpt Thomas 

Campbell and Lieutenant Lovelace. H.R. Wakefield also provides a 

short piece here.  

[2] The same, Number 2, 1920. Printed illustration by H.P.C. Pollard, 

letters to the editor from Dunsany and Wakefield, piece by J.B. 

Morton. Some light edge wear, but still a fine copy  

[3] The same, Number 3, 1921. Numbered 8 of 40 copies. J.B. Morton 

piece and a piece at the end attributed to D which seems likely to be 

Dunsany. Fine with light edgewear. 

[4] The same, Number 4, 1922. Illustration by H.P.C. Pollard, 

inscribed by L.J. Farries to the half-title. Additionally inscribed by 

H.P. Wakefield[?] to page nine, who may have written the entry. By 

A.J. Dawson, the editor to his entry. Likely by J.B. Morton to his entry, 

but it's rough and not particularly like his regular signature, the the 

handwriting is a fair match. R.P.P. Rowe, W.W. Tarn and C.D. Stelling 

have also signed their pieces. At the end is another piece attributed to 

D. Presumably good ol' Lord Dunsany. Fine  

[5] M.I.7.B. Dinner menu dated 25th January 1922. Printed. Held at 

the New University Club. Folded card  

[6] Hand-written menu, strung card, undated. Signed by 16 attendees 

including A.A. Milne and J.B. Morton.  

[7] Printed menu, folded card, signed by 15 attendees, not Milne.  

[8] Single sheet, folded, typed. Outlines the entertainment for the evening of the 25th January 1922. Four plays with the 

dramatis personae outlined. The writers are somewhat obviously redacted. The first is The Knocker at the Door by J.M. 

Synge and Russell Thorndike. The second is Trouso by Lord Dunsany, starting F. Heron-Allen as Percy Simkin and 

A.A. Milne as 'A Woman.' - excellent. The third is The Truth About Dumpty by A.A. Milne with H.R. Wakefield as 

Derek Shott-Long. And finally, the fourth is Payment on Delivery by Maurice Maeterlinck.  

https://www.hyraxia.com/book.php?id=13622


 

 

  



 

 

A Voyage to The World of Cartesius 

Gabriel Daniel 

LONDON / 1692 

THOMAS BENNET £2,000 
 

First Edition. Hardback. Very Good. Very good condition. A satirical and philosophical fantasy in which our protagonist journeys through the imaginary 

Cartesian universe, encountering René Descartes (obviously) and other thinkers as they debate the cosmos, science and religion in a series of celestial 

worlds. A landmark work of speculative fiction and interplanetary voyages. Bound in full calf, fairly recent rebacking. From the Fox Pointe Collection, 

with plate to the front pastedown. The front endpaper is chipped to the foreedge, some offsetting from the leather. A couple of booksellers' stickers to 

the front pastedown. Leaves a little toned, but neat overall. A nice copy. 

 

 

  

https://www.hyraxia.com/book.php?id=13603


 

 

 

 

A Voyage to The World of Cartesius 

STOCK 13603 

 

  



Erchomenon; or, The Republic of 

Materialism 

Henry Crocker Marriott Watson 

LONDON / 1879 

SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, SEARLE & RIVINGTON £1,500 
 

First Edition. Hardback. Very Good. A very good copy. Uncommon. 
"Erchomenon; or, the Republic of Materialism is one of the earliest 

examples of dystopian fiction and a sleeper-awakes narrative in the tradition 
that Wells would later develop more famously. A Victorian English 
gentleman, reading by his fireside in 1877, finds himself transported to a 

technologically advanced future London whose aerial cars, compressed-air 
transport, and vast urban density suggest a world of material progress. For 
Watson, the technological progress is ironic backdrop to a darker argument. 

A society organized around French philosopher Auguste Comte's positivism 
and Darwin's natural selection, having expelled God and Christian faith, has 
produced something monstrous beneath its efficient surface. 

Children are separated from their parents at birth and raised collectively in 
state baby farms. Euthanasia is applied to the sick and infirm as a matter of 

routine. The first scene the protagonist witnesses on arrival is a doctor 
strangling an injured man on the street while the crowd watches with 
indifference. Marriage has been replaced by contract and Westminster 

Abbey by a Temple of Humanity. Christianity survives only in remote 
communities clinging to their old beliefs." [Mostly Dystopian Books]. A little 
rubbing to the edges, softening to the spine tips and a slight lean. Small 

stamp to the title page and front endpaper has a corner missing. Top edge 
dusty. 
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13619  /  OBJECT 10 

Cometomantia. A Discourse of Comets 

Attributed to John Edwards 

LONDON / 1684 

BRAB. AYLMER £3,250 
 

First Edition. Hardback. Full title: Shewing their Original, Substance, Place, 
Time, Magnitude, Motion, Number, Colour, Figure, Kinds, Names, and, more 

especially, their Prognosticks, Significations and Presages. Being a brief 
Resolution of a reasonable Query, viz. Whether the Apparition of Comets be 

the Sign of approaching Evil? Where also is inserted an Essay of Judiciary 
Astrology, giving Satisfaction to this grand Question, Whether any certain 

Judgments and Predictions concerning future Events, can be made from the 

Observation of the Heavenly Bodies? Both occasioned by the Appearance of 
the late Comets in England and other Places, Very Good. Very good condition. 

The sole edition. A fascinating Restoration study of astronomy, astrology and 
theology, sitting at an important junction in human understanding, examining 

not just the physical nature of comets but also the supernatural; I guess you 
could say the rational and supernatural were on a collision course at the end of 

the 17th century. Edwards was a clergyman, and spends some of the book 

defending the interpretation of comets as supernatural portent, but also 
examines the physical aspects of the objects. 

The book is an important astrological work too.A few years before publication, 
Kirch's comet had been seen in the sky, and would subsequently be discussed 

in Isaac Newton's Principia (1687). On the one hand, then, we have the 
Principia, pointing the way forward for the next four centuries; on the other, 

Cometomantia, representing the increasingly embattled older tradition of 
interpreting celestial phenomena not merely as physical objects, but as signs 

invested with divine meaning. Bound in full calf. Some loss to the leather on 

the upper board, about 3cm in a triangle. Hinges worn with string showing, 
some chipping and flakiness. Internally pretty tight with an ownership 

inscription to the front pastedown. Some staining to the inner margin, but 
largely a pleasing copy. Rear endpaper missing, so final page of text is the last 

page. 
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Vinetum Britannicum: or, A Treatise of Cider and Such 

Other Wines and Drinks that are extracted from all 

manner of Fruits Growing in this Kingdom 

John Worlidge 

LONDON / 1676 

THO. DRING £3,250 
 

J.W. Gent. First Edition. Hardback. Near fine. Near fine condition. An important early treatise on cider making advocating for it as a national industry, 

rather than relying on the importation of wine. The book helped shape England, particularly in the west, as having a culture of cider-making and cider-

drinking. Lovely engraved frontis, and two further plates. Bound in recent full calf with new endpapers, ownership signature on the first leaf verso 

(license leaf). One leaf with a corner missing. A little toning and a few spots but a nice copy overall. 

  

https://www.hyraxia.com/book.php?id=13615


Vinetum Britannicum: or, A Treatise of Cider and Such Other Wines and Drinks 

that are extracted from all manner of Fruits Growing in this Kingdom 
 

 

 

STOCK 13615 

  



The Secret of Mankind 

Anonymous 

NEW YORK / 1897 

G.P. PUTNAM'S £750 

 

First Edition. Hardback. Near Fine. A near fine copy. "Afterlife fantasy, mainly a series of dialogues about philosophical and spiritual matters; 

approximately 100 pages deal with a visit to Mercury and conversations with its advanced inhabitants with brief mention of their technological 

attainments." [Locke, Voyages in Space]. Some rubbing to the edges and spine tips, a little pushing, short tear to the endpaper, seller's sticker to the front 

pastedown. Subtitled: With Some Singular Hints Gathered in the Elsewheres or After-Life, from Certain Eminent Personages, as Also Some Brief Account 

of the Planet Mercury and Its Institutions. A very nice copy. 

 

             

 

STOCK 13453 

  

https://www.hyraxia.com/book.php?id=13453


 

 

 

Rebet [Rope] - Danish Film Programme 

COPENHAGEN / NO DATE [1950?] 

WARNER BROS £600 

 

First Edition. Paperback. Near Fine. Near fine condition. A lovely copy with the string intact. Very uncommon. 8pp. Rope was Hitchcock's 38th (?) film, 

and based on a 1929 Patrick Hamilton story. It didn't review well, but is remembered now for its pioneering long takes, stitched nicely together, which of 

course sees the story play out in real time. The booklet is in excellent shape with some wear to the edges and a little rusting to the staples. Holes around 

the 'rope' are a little puckered. Author attribution is for the screenplay / original novel, it's most likely though that this was written internally by Warner 

Bros. 
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Vampyr - Danish Film Programme 

COPENHAGEN / NO DATE [1933] 

GLORIA FILM £750 

 

First Edition. Paperback. Fine. Fine condition. Very scarce. A programme 
prepared for the Danish theatrical release in 1933 (so presumably printed 
around then). The film premiered at the Metropol on the 27th March 1933, 

nearly a year after the German world premiere. The film was an adaptation 
of Sheridan Le Fanu's In a Glass Darkly (which was of course a collection, 
rather than a single tale, but it appears Dreyer took various elements from 

it). Cover design by Erik Aaes - the tatty edge is part of the print, not wear 
to this copy. An additional element of interest to this particular copy is what 

appears to be a contemporary note (in Danish) outlining a number of 
lengths: 1850m, 425m and 325m, these appear to be film lengths, describing 
probably the feature, a news reel and one other reel. 

At 24fps, a 35mm reel at 1850m would run for around 68 minutes, the film 
quotes a runtime of 73 mins which sort of adds up, particularly if the 
projector was a little overzealous. So there's a solid chance this was actually 

used in a contemporary cinema. The film was in German and premiered 
there, the director was Danish. German material is more common, though 
still scarce. 12pp. Fantastic condition, I'd be surprised if there were a nicer 

copy extant. Some rubbing to the spine and a little toning to the lower 
wrapper. 
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The Air Voyagers or, A Trip to the Moon in a 

Bolloon. A Tale of Wonderful Adventure 

Cornelius Shea 

TOTTENVILLE, NY / 1880 

C. SHEA £1,500 
 

First Edition. A near fine copy. 40pp, 8 x 11.5cm. Original wrappers. Very uncommon and seemingly his first book. A couple of teenagers save a professor 

from a snake, so he takes them to the moon in his balloon (a fair trade). Dwarves live on the moon. I bet you didn't know that. A fantastic entry in the 

canon of American interplanetary fiction. Wrappers a little worn with some tanning and staining, but an excellent copy overall. 
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Full Moon Eyes Portrait [Original Hand-Coloured 

Etching - Artist's Proof] 
Charles van Sandwyck 
 

 £250 

 

Charles van Sandwyck. Fine. Fine condition. Etching measures 70mm x 60mm, card measures 225mm x 245mm. Depicts the head and neck of an owl, 

hand-coloured in rich tones. Signed by the artist and denoted CAP. The etching was used for the cover of 'Full Moon Eyes'. Charles van Sandwyck is 

based in Vancouver, Canada and has won many awards for his fantasy art, reminiscent of Arthur Rackham. 
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The Wind in the Willows - With Artist's 

Proof 
Kenneth Grahame; illustrated by Charles van Sandwyck 

LONDON / 2005 

THE FOLIO SOCIETY £750 

 

Charles van Sandwyck. First Edition Thus. Hardback. Fine. A fine copy in the slipcase, without jacket as issued. This is the first printing of this edition, 

with the addition of having the artist's proof of laid down, signed and noted by the artist. A lovely edition, showing Ratty and Moley (how long did it take 

to come up with those names) having a picnic. 
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